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We seek your input

The department must manage groundwater extraction 

to extraction limits defined in water sharing plans.

There are two methods available to reduce access if 

extraction by all water users exceeds the limit. These 

methods can be used separately or in combination. 

We seek your comment on the method or combination 

of methods that best suits your area.
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▪ the use profile

▪ how extractions compare to the long-term annual average extraction limit
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Share profile – Lower Lachlan

Category of licence Number of licences Total

Aquifer access licence 88 105,678 unit shares

Local Water Utility access licence 3 2,922 ML/yr

Aquifer (town water supply) 1 2 ML/yr

Basic landholder rights 9000 ML/yr*

Native Title Rights In accordance with native title 

determination for the Barkandji

Traditional Owners #8 under the 

Native Title Act 1993 

* Basic landholder right is assumed to be used in full every year



Water sharing rules – Lower Lachlan

Maximum carry over – the maximum water allocation remaining in a water account that 

can be carried over from water year to the next water year

Domestic and stock/Local Water Utility 

Aquifer

0

1 ML/unit share

Maximum water account debit – the maximum water allocation that can be taken or traded 

to another licence

Domestic and stock and Local Water Utility

Aquifer

Sum of allocations + allocation traded in

1.5 ML/unit share + allocation traded in

Limits and triggers

Long-term average annual extraction limit

Compliance trigger (extraction limit + 5%)

117,000 ML/yr

122,850 ML/yr



Share profile – Lower Lachlan

Extraction as 

percentage of 

shares

Number of 

Accounts
Total shares

Average 

extraction (ML)

Average 

volume (ML) 

traded INTO 

accounts

Average 

volume (ML) 

traded OUT of 

accounts

0% 17 6,828 0 1,027 7,210

>0% to 25% 8 8,158 1,214 1,685 8,568

>25% to 50% 8 4,766 1,594 162 2,096

>50% to 75% 3 1,953 1,399 281 925

>75% to 100% 11 30,151 27,638 2,939 5,911

>100% to 125% 15 43,130 49,668 5,297 2,342

>125% 18 13,616 31,061 18,017 2,012

Zero WAL 14 0 182 444 804











Extraction Vs. limits – Lower Lachlan



Online dashboard

• Dashboard launched December 2020

• Access at 

https://www/dpie.nsw.gov.au/managi

ng-access-to-groundwater
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The End

For more information go to 

www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/managing-access-to-groundwater


