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Compliance with water management principles – 
Amending the Water Sharing Plan for the Lachlan 
Regulated River Water Source 2016 

The NSW Government has amended the Water Sharing Plan for the 
Lachlan Regulated River Water Source 2016. This document explains 
how the changes comply with the water management principles of 
the Water Management Act 2000. 

Requirements for amending a water sharing plan 
Amending a water sharing plan requires the approval of the NSW Minister for Water and the 
agreement of the NSW Minister for Environment. When amending a plan, Section 9 of the Water 
Management Act 2000 (the WM Act) requires the ministers to: 

• take all reasonable steps to promote the water management principles and 

• give priority to the water management principles relating to water sharing in the order they 
are set out under s5(3) of the WM Act.  

The water sharing management principles under s5(3) of the WM Act are (in their order of priority):  

1. Sharing water from a water source must protect the water source and its dependent 
ecosystems. 

2. Sharing water from a water source must protect basic landholder rights.  

3. Sharing or extraction of water under any other right must not prejudice the principles set out 
in points 1 and 2.  

The Minister for Water gained the agreement of the Minister for Environment to amend the Water 
Sharing Plan for the Lachlan Regulated River Water Source 2016. In changing the plan, the ministers 
ensured that they promote the water management principles of the WM Act and prioritise its water 
sharing principles appropriately.  

How water sharing in the plan protects water sources and 
dependent ecosystems 
In the plan for the Lachlan Regulated River Water Source, there are two key mechanisms for 
protecting the water source and dependent ecosystems: 

• Long-term average annual limits on water take, which include the  

− NSW long-term average annual extraction limit for the water source 
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− sustainable diversion limit for the related water resource plan area, established under the 
Murray–Darling Basin Plan 2012 through extensive, peer-reviewed scientific analysis. 

We have included both limits in the water sharing plan, which also contains provisions (legal 
conditions) to assess and ensure water users comply with these limits. On a long-term average 
annual basis, all water above these limits is protected for environmental benefit. 

• Specific, operational plan rules that aim to protect explicit ecosystem functions and/or 
environmental assets in the water source.  

How water sharing in the plan protects basic landholder 
rights 
The plan also protects basic landholder rights, allowing landholders to exercise these under Part 1 
of Chapter 3 of the WM Act. The plan gives priority to current and future basic landholder rights by 
ensuring any compliance actions for extraction and diversion limits does not apply to these rights. 

How we have promoted water management principles  
The NSW Government has changed the plan:  

• to update the access licence dealing provisions to clarify their intent and assist with 
implementation. 

Refer to the summary of changes fact sheet for more details.  

In developing these rules, the NSW Government has taken all reasonable steps to promote the 
water management principles set out in the WM Act and to make the water sharing plan reflect 
these principles. Refer to the tables below for details. Principles that are not affected by this 
amendment are not included below.  
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Table 1. How the plan amendments promote the water management principle of section 5(2)(g) – The social and economic 
benefits to the community should be maximised 

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(2)(g) Relevant plan provisions 

The plan maximises the social and economic benefits to the community by: See below 

• Inclusion of dealing rules across the mid-Lachlan trade barrier and associated 
total volumetric limits. These amendments clarify the original intent, and 
implementation of these rules. 

47(1)c 

49(1)a 

 

More information 
To read the amended water sharing plan and supporting fact sheets, visit 
water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/plans-and-programs/water-sharing-plans/status/lachlan-region. 

To read the protocol for changing water sharing plans, refer to the fact sheet 
www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/509863/water-sharing-plan-amendment-
protocol.pdf 

https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/plans-and-programs/water-sharing-plans/status/lachlan-region
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/509863/water-sharing-plan-amendment-protocol.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/509863/water-sharing-plan-amendment-protocol.pdf

