By email to: regionalwater.strategies@dpie.nsw.gov.au

The AFA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft Regional Water Strategy for the Gwydir valley.
There is nothing in our submission that is confidential and we consent to any part of it being made public.
1. We are bemused that RWS are being progressed in the absence of an overarching state-wide strategy.
2. The AFA is concerned to note that WaterNSW's '20 Year Infrastructure Options Study Rural Valleys
Summary Report' outlines options for the Gwydir valley which are highly problematic. Three are for new
dams, four are for new underground dams and 2 are for modifications to existing regulators. We also
question where a 250GL off stream storage could be located in the valley and why such infrastructure
proposals are contemplated given the predicted increases in evaporation.
3. AFA is also deeply concerned by the persistence of the mindset that created our current ecological crisis.
The loss of connectivity between rivers and floodplains, increasingly frequent fishkills, prolonged periods of
no-flow in some catchments, poor water quality and river communties running out of fit-for-purpose water
are clear signs of a river system under enormous stress.
4. An additional concern is the apparent lack of coordination and communication between NSW government
agencies such as WaterNSW and DPIE which both appear to be considering new water-related projects
from within departmental 'silos'.
5. In our view the key issue underpinning the RWS is the accuracy of climate data and inclusion of the recent
(ie. last 20 years) climate record. The predictions are that rainfall in the region will reduce by up to 13% with
winter rainfall to decrease and autumn rainfall to increase. With longer periods of sustained temperatures
over 35 degrees C in summer, evaporation losses will soar. We conclude that managing the demand for
water MUST be the primary objective of the Gwydir Regional Water Strategy.
6. The Gwydir Regional Water Strategy should aim to use available water in a sustainable manner. We urge a
comprehensive review of the record of drought and allocation process in water sharing plans in order that
this can be achieved.
7. The AFA is concerned that the draft RWS does not acknowledge that in spite of water recovery of some
136GL the Gwydir remains over-allocated. It is unlikely that current irrigation commitments will be met
under a future, drier climate, so it is even less likely that any projected growth in demand can be satisifed.
More water needs to be recovered and some irrigators are going to have to give up (sell) some of their water
entitlements.
8. The AFA notes that the draft Strategy identifies river health as being under threat but does not provide a
description of the current condition of all water sources, especially groundwater. This is important from a
connectivity perspective.

The Australian Floodplain Association (AFA) is a non-government organisation, established in 2006. It represents floodplain
and wetland landowners and their communities who depend on healthy rivers, floodplains and wetlands. Its membership
resides predominantly within the Northern Murray-Darling Basin and includes floodplain graziers, community groups and
shire councils.

The Australian Floodplain Association (AFA) is a non-government organisation, established in 2006. It represents floodplain
and wetland landowners and their communities who depend on healthy rivers, floodplains and wetlands. Its membership
resides predominantly within the Northern Murray-Darling Basin and includes floodplain graziers, community groups and
shire councils.

