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Priority 2 Improve Catchment Health. 
The NPA’s view is that Priority 2 should be titled: Improve catchment and river health. 

The NSW Water Strategy, together with the 12 regional water strategies, which underpin it, form a key 
part of the strategic planning framework for water management in NSW. The Lachlan RWS identifies 
the NSW Water Strategy and the NSW Groundwater strategy as part of the broader state-wide 
strategy shows connections to the wider policy. 

However, the NSW Government has also committed in the longer term to partner with 
Commonwealth in regard to the health of the Lachlan in another plan. The LTWP identifies water 
management strategies for maintaining and improving the long-term health of the Lachlan’s riverine and 
floodplain environmental assets and the ecosystem functions they perform. While the LTWP and the 
RWS have different roles, where possible they should be complementary and consistent to ensure a 
whole-of government approach. 

Attachment E of the RWS looks at the assessment of long list of options and how were incorporated 
into a shortlist. It would appear that several, such as cold-water pollution, were subsumed into others 
(such as for 2.4) but the ‘Summary’ relating to those items has not changed. There is a need to ensure 
this now wide context is not lost. 

This RWS lists seven priority 2 actions. Many of which could have contextualised summaries to 
encompass LTWP outcomes. At present only Action 2.3 broadly refers to the LTWMP. This could be 
more explicit throughout, for example, Actions 2.3 and 2.4 summaries could become explicitly 
consistent with the LTWP’s desire to ‘manage water to improve the condition and increase the distribution 
and abundance of native fish populations involves restoring hydrology and physical habitat to expand the extent 
and carrying capacity of suitable habitat. Such inclusion will ensure the purpose of any activity is not lost 
and will enable better monitoring and evaluation of the plan down the track. It is therefore the NPA’s 
view that the summaries relating to the actions 2.1- 2.6 under Priority 2 should be framed so 
they explicitly complement the relevant outcomes in the Lachlan LTWP. 

Action 2.7. The RWS acknowledges a whole-of-valley approach to floodplain management will benefit some 
of the Lachlan’s most critical wetlands. A total of 471,000 hectares of wetlands are mapped within the 
Lachlan catchment. The western portion of the Lachlan catchment supports extensive areas of 
floodplain woodlands and wetlands, dominated by river red gum with grassy understorey that occur 
along the river and the effluent creeks (Green et al. 2011). But some protected areas are not currently 
within the scope of having an environmental water flow- which makes ‘natural’ floodplain flows vitally 
important. It is the NPA’s view that the summary relating to action 2.7 specifically 
acknowledge that a key outcome from this action is the need to ensure the flow of water to 
Protected Areas is maintained and not inhibited by any new or unapproved floodplain 
structures. Many of the protected areas in the Lachlan were originally identified as ‘outstanding’ 
significant environmental assets for the region, where purchased, and are now maintained using 
,public monies because of this significance. It would be a perverse outcome for the NSW 
Government water management framework to not also work to explicitly protected them. 

Other key points. 
The inclusion of options to support First Nations communities’ access to water and 
engagement in water management decisions is supported. 

Action 1.5 and 1.7 are not supported as framed. There should be no further reliance on, or 
encouragement of, increased groundwater use for town water supply. Nor will simply extending the 
regional water grid address critical human needs when the entire region is in drought. These actions 
should be joined into a more holistic approach which includes demand management, 
education, efficiency measures and off stream storage infrastructure to overcome periods 
when critical human needs are threatened. 
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Summary 
The primary objective for these regional water strategies should be to provide for the sustainable 
allocation of water. In NPA’s view sustainability for this regional water resource must include: 

i) the provision of water flows to sustain the condition of water dependant ecosystems 
(Of particular importance are water dependent ecosystems of national and international 
significance, including wetlands listed under the Ramsar convention) as well as 

ii) the provision of water to Support a strong, diversified and sustainable economy in a 
capped system. 


























