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From: digital.services=squiz.dpie.nsw.gov.au@squiz.regional.nsw.gov.au on behalf of 
digital.services@squiz.dpie.nsw.gov.au

Sent: Sunday, 29 October 2023 8:45 PM
To: DPE Castlereagh Water Sharing Plan Mailbox
Subject: Submission for the draft replacement Water Sharing Plan for the  Castlereagh Unregulated River 

Water Sources
Attachments: Casltereagh comment.docx

Permission 

I would like my submission to be treated as 
confidential?:  

No 

I would like my personal details to be 
treated as confidential?:  

No 

Your details 

Email address:  

Name of respondent:  

Address:  

Contact phone number:   +

Are you an individual or representing an 
organisation?:  

Organisation 

If you selected 'organisation', please 
specify.:  

Groundwater Imaging Pty Ltd 

Who are you representing?:   Water related industry 

If you selected 'other', please specify:  

Did you attend any of the following in 
relation to the Castlereagh Unregulated 
Rivers water sharing plan ?:  

None of these 

Do your comments refer to a specific water 
source?:  

No 

If you selected 'yes', please specify which 
water source.:  

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments you may 
have on proposed changes to access rules.:  

Attach extra pages if required.:   No file uploaded 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments you may 
have on the proposed changes to 
conditions.:  

See CastlereaghComment.docx 

Attach extra pages if required.:  
Casltereagh comment.docx, type application/vnd.openxmlformats‐
officedocument.wordprocessingml.document, 31.2 KB 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments you may 
have on the proposed changes to trading.:  

Attach extra pages if required.:   No file uploaded 

Your feedback 
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Please provide any comments you may 
have on the proposed changes to pool 
rules.:  

Does this rule include the pumping from spear points? If so see 
previous document. 

Attach extra pages if required.:   No file uploaded 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments you may 
have on the proposed wetland rules.:  

 

Attach extra pages if required.:   No file uploaded 

Additional feedback 

Comments on any aspects of the draft 
plan.:  

 

Attach extra pages if required.:   No file uploaded 

 



This rule is of the type that keeps a water storage always nearly full, thus reducing its usefulness as a 
storage. For aquatic biodiversity and ecology reasons I can see why that is important, so I guess you do 
well to make that rule. I think that with some engineering work a better result is possible if rules can 
facilitate as follows: Weirs added to this stretch of river will serve an equivalent ecological role to that of 
natural pools plus they will retain flows for longer such that more localized recharge occurs. There are 
two problems to consider ‐ one is that overbank flooding will increase, which I think all local farmers will 
be willing to accommodate to an extent given the benefits, and less water will get downstream, 
however, in this river the flow events are large, when they do occur, compared to the capacity of the 
river channel so downstream water users will not be significantly impacted. Weirs added here could be 
managed by floodplain harvesting rules except that evaporation will need to be measured if water 
storage is to be quantified as in this case recovering is by spear points rather than by surface water 
pumps. Simple management would be to encourage more weirs and to just keep managing groundwater 
take using the 8m depth limit rule. More elaborate management would be to meter the weirs using the 
FPH metering framework and add evaporation measurement to quantify how fast water seeps into the 
channel sands beneath the river. This would give government information on how much extra longer 
term local water storage is facilitated but it seems best that no additional licensing be attempted as the 
8m depth rule may be simplest and sufficient. This approach will improve local longer term water 
storage by storing additional flow higher in the channel sands for longer. It will also improve GDE chance 
of survival. 
 
Both Groundwater Imaging P/L and the National Centre for Engineering in Agriculture have been 
conducting the necessary telemetered monitoring needed for such seepage measurement from water 
storages and know it can be quantified to an accuracy that is useful. 
 
Who may install such weirs and who would be the beneficiaries? Would they be worthwhile? 
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Department of Planning and Environment 

NSW 
GOVERNMENT 

Submission form for the draft Castlereagh Unregulated 

River 2024 Water Sharing Plan 

Office use only Submission number 

How to fill out this form 

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment (Water) is seeking your comments on the draft 

Water Sharing Plan for the Castlereagh Unregulated River Water Sources 2024. 

Key issues and changes have been summarised in this submission form, although comment on all 

aspects of the water sharing plan is welcome. For water source specific details including rules, please 

see the water source report cards. More detailed comments are welcomed as attachments. 

A copy of your submission will be sent to your email address provided in the next section. 

Send completed submissions to: 

Post: Castlereagh Unregulated River WSP 
Department of Planning and Environment - Water 
PO Box 1226 
Newcastle West NSW 2300 

Email: castlereagh.wsp@dpie.nsw.gov.au 

Note: Submissions close 29th October 2023. 

Information on privacy and confidentiality 

The NSW Government will consider all submissions received. The Government values your 

input and accepts that information you provide may be private and personal. 

If you want your submission or your personal details to be treated as confidential, please 

indicate this by ticking the relevant box below. If you do not make a request for confidentiality, 

the department may make your submission, including any personal details contained in the 

submission, available to the public. 

Be aware that the NSW Department of Planning and Environment may be required by law to 

release copies of submissions to third parties in accordance with the Government Information 

(Public Access) Act 2009. 

© State of New South Wales through Department of Planning and Environment 2022. Information contained in this publication is based on 
knowledge and understanding at the time of writing, June 2023, and is subject to change. For more information, please visit 
dpie.nsw.gov.au/copyright INT22/156776 





Submission form for the draft Castlereagh Unregulated River 2024 Water 
Sharing Plan 

Your details 

8. Did you attend any
of the following in
relation to the
Castlereagh
Unregulated Rivers
water sharing plan?

9. Do your comments
refer to a specific
water source?

D face to face meeting 

D public webinar 

Done-on-one or industry meeting 

liiil none of these 

liil No □ Yes

Please specify which water source: 
Castlereagh River 

Attach extra pages if required 

Changes to Access Rules 

Changes to cease to pump rules are proposed for the Castlereagh River above Binnaway Water 
Source, which has high environmental values. 

:l\li 
NSW 
GOVERNMENT 

It is proposed to introduce flow-based access rules which are linked to gauges located within the 
water source to better protect very low flows. Stream flow data is available in real time online from 
WaterNSW. 

For the Castlereagh River Binnaway to Gilgandra Management Zone and Castlereagh River Gilgandra 
to Coonamble water source, for new water supply work approvals or trade take is not permitted when 
there is no visible flow at the pump site. 

Please provide any Comment: 
comments you may have on 

the proposed changes to 

access rules. 

(Attach extra pages if 
required) 

Department of Planning and Environment 3 















                                   
          

       
  

     

   

       
         

     
  

                             
                           

                             
                           
                               

                

       
  

     

   

       
         

        

                           
                

       
  

     

   

       
         

       
  

                           
 

       
  

     

   

       
         

      
           

       
  

     

   

         
      

                           
                

       
  

     

 

n occasions was dry for up to 32 months at a time and as from the 27th September 
is no longer flowing .The 

Attach extra pages if 
No file uploaded 

required.: 

Your feedback 

The recent flow was from the 8th March 2020 till 27th September 2023 42 months 
Please provide any comments 'The longest running period since May 1990 when floods occurred and ran for 32 
you may have on the months . Lack of supervision and control is the main problem . Water should be 
proposed changes to allowed to be monitored at Coonamble before any major pumping be allowed to fill 
conditions.: irrigation dams on the river, Sand has filled most water holes and basically is a sand 

river which eventually will cause a river diversion. 

Attach extra pages if 
No file uploaded 

required.: 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments 
The current WSP has not been supervised. This rule after our monitoring has been 

you may have on the 
treated with no respect to other water uses 

proposed changes to trading.: 

Attach extra pages if 
No file uploaded 

required.: 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments 
you may have on the Please find a river Pool between Gilgandra and Coonamble which are now fiull of 
proposed changes to pool sand 
rules.: 

Attach extra pages if 
No file uploaded 

required.: 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments 
you may have on the No Known wetlands on Castlereagh river 
proposed wetland rules.: 

Attach extra pages if 
No file uploaded 

required.: 

Additional feedback 

Comments on any aspects of Subject to proper management which at present is non existant .There is no local 
the draft plan.: users with any influence of management or involvement 

Attach extra pages if 
No file uploaded 

required.: 
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From: digital.services=squiz.dpie.nsw.gov.au@squiz.regional.nsw.gov.au on behalf of 
digital.services@squiz.dpie.nsw.gov.au

Sent: Sunday, 29 October 2023 10:53 AM
To: DPE Castlereagh Water Sharing Plan Mailbox 
Subject: Submission for the draft replacement Water Sharing Plan for the  Castlereagh Unregulated River

Water Sources 

Permission 

I would like my submission to 
No

be treated as confidential?: 

I would like my personal details 
Yes

to be treated as confidential?: 

Your details 

Email address: 

Name of respondent: 

Address: 

Contact phone number: 

Are you an individual or 
Individual

representing an organisation?: 

If you selected 'organisation', 
please specify.: 

Who are you representing?: Local landholder 

If you selected 'other', please 
specify: 

Did you attend any of the 
following in relation to the 

Public webinar 
Castlereagh Unregulated Rivers 
water sharing plan ?: 

Do your comments refer to a 
No

specific water source?: 

If you selected 'yes', please 
specify which water source.: 

Your feedback 

Thanks for the opportunity to comment. The note from the Part 1 Introduction 
seems a little copy and paste. Can we not extend the respect to actually list the 
traditional nations covered by the Central West Water Management Area. e.g. 

Please provide any comments "Note— Respect is paid to the traditional owners of this country, the Wiradjuri, 
you may have on proposed Gamilaraay and Wailwan nations, who are acknowledged as the first natural 
changes to access rules.: resource managers within the Central West Water Management Area." Thanks 

Note: I sourced this information from google, it may not be correct, but if offering 
respect to the traditional owners is more than lip service, I am sure you have the 
correct list. 

Attach extra pages if required.: No file uploaded 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments 
you may have on the proposed 
changes to conditions.: 

1 



                

   

       
           

      

 

                

   

       
           

        

 

                

   

       
           

    

 

                

   

         
      

 

                

 

Attach extra pages if required.: No file uploaded 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments 
you may have on the proposed 
changes to trading.: 

Attach extra pages if required.: No file uploaded 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments 
you may have on the proposed 
changes to pool rules.: 

Attach extra pages if required.: No file uploaded 

Your feedback 

Please provide any comments 
you may have on the proposed 
wetland rules.: 

Attach extra pages if required.: No file uploaded 

Additional feedback 

Comments on any aspects of 
the draft plan.: 

Attach extra pages if required.: No file uploaded 
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PO Box 216, DUBBO NSW 2830 

ph 0428 817 282 

email inlandriversnetwork@gmail.com  

web inlandriversnetwork.org 

ABN 34 373 750 383 

Castlereagh Unregulated River Water Sources WSP 

Department of Planning and Environment – Water 

PO Box 1226 

Newcastle West, NSW 2300 

castlereagh.wsp@dpie.nsw.gov.au 

Sunday 29 October 2023 

SUBMISSION 

Draft Water Sharing Plan for the Castlereagh Unregulated River Water Sources 2024 

Introduction 

The Inland Rivers Network (IRN) is a coalition of environment groups and individuals 

concerned about the degradation of the rivers, wetlands and groundwaters of the Murray-

Darling Basin. It has been advocating for the conservation of rivers, wetlands and groundwater 

in the Murray-Darling Basin since 1991. 

Member groups include the Australian Conservation Foundation; the Nature Conservation 

Council of NSW; the National Parks Association of NSW; Wilderness Australia; Friends of 

the Earth; Central West Environment Council; and Healthy Rivers Dubbo. 

IRN welcomes the opportunity to provide comment on the proposed replacement water sharing 

plan for the Castlereagh Unregulated River Water Sources (draft replacement plan). We 

support 3 proposed changes and raise 8 key issues regarding other changes or deficiencies. 

Many environmental assets of great environmental and cultural value depend on flows through 

this water source, including the Barwon and Darling/Baaka Rivers, wetlands identified as 

significant and riverine, groundwater-dependent and floodplain ecosystems. 

IRN strongly objects to the reduction in protection of low flows in the draft replacement plan. 

IRN members represented environmental interests in the Castlereagh Unregulated River 

Management Committee that negotiated the first water sharing plan adopted in 2003 (Water 

Sharing Plan for the Castlereagh River above Binnaway Water Source 2003.) We note that 

various NSW Government processes, including the development of this replacement plan, have 

caused an erosion of intended protection of river health in the above Binnaway Water Source. 
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IRN participated in the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) statutory review of the Water 

Sharing Plan for the Castlereagh Unregulated River Water Sources 2011 in 2021. We noted 

that the Alluvium audit of the Water Sharing Plan conducted in 2019 found a number of key 

issues that need to be addressed. These are still outstanding. 

The draft replacement plan fails to adopt many of the NRC recommendations aimed at 

improving water management in the Castlereagh water source and has caused a reduction in 

the protection of low flows. 

We also note that the draft replacement plan is very different to the amended plan adopted in 

2020 as part of the Water Resource Plan SW11 (WRP) development. This WRP is still under 

assessment by the MDBA. The use of a template developed to remake coastal water sharing 

plans is not appropriate for inland water sources within the Murray-Darling Basin that fall 

under the requirements of the Water Act 2007 (C’wlth) and NSW agreements. 

IRN is very concerned that the development of a replacement plan was given an additional 2 

years to improve information gaps and yet the basic protection for environmental outcomes has 

been reduced. We consider that the draft replacement plan fails to meet the water management 

principles and objects of the Water Management Act 2000 (WMA). 

1. Supported measures 

1.1 Prohibition on instream new dams 

IRN supports the proposed extension of the ban on new dams across 3rd order and larger streams 

in all management zones. 

However, we do not support the exemption for town water supply purposes. A policy for off-

stream storages for town water supply is necessary to protect flow connectivity and important 

habitat values. 

1.2 Improved protection for wetlands 

IRN notes the inclusion of a list of significant wetlands in Schedule 4 and the inclusion of new 

rules to prevent trade and new works within or 3 km upstream of Ramsar wetlands or within 

these significant wetlands. However, we do not support Ministerial discretion to consider 

allowing new works in significant wetlands. This rule must be mandatory. 

We note that the Wingadee wetlands and the significant Castlereagh floodplain wetlands in the 

Nedgera Creek and Downstream of Coonamble water sources 1 have not been included in 

Schedule 4. These must be recognised in the final replacement plan. 

1.3 Limits to pumping to protect groundwater connectivity 

IRN supports the rule to restrict spearpoint pumping from sand beds to a depth of 8 metres to 

protect the connected alluvial groundwater source and associated groundwater dependent 

ecosystems. 

1 Natural Resources Commission, June 2022. Final Report. Review of the Water Sharing Plan for the 

Castlereagh Unregulated Water Sources 2011 p 43 
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2. Key Issues with the draft replacement plan: 

• Failure to protect Planned Environmental Water 

• Unsustainable LTAAEL 

• Failure to protect low flows 

• Protection of first flush flows 

• Cultural water and sites 

• Large number of exempt licences 

• Changes to trade rules 

• Changes to plan vision, objectives and performance indicators 

2.1 Failure to protect Planned Environmental Water 

The replacement plan has removed the Part 4 Planned Environmental Water provisions as 

provided in the 2020 amended plan that clearly outlines the definition of planned environmental 

water under the WMA. These are: 

(16) Water is committed and identified as planned environmental water in these water 

sources in the following ways: 

(a) by reference to the commitment of the physical presence of water in these water sources, 

(b) by reference to the long-term average annual commitment of water as planned 

environmental water, and 

(c) by reference to the water that is not committed after the commitments to basic landholder 

rights and for sharing and extraction under any other rights have been met. 

Having the environmental provisions distributed through the replacement plan across Part 4 

and Part 6 diminishes the importance of planned environmental water and its protection. 

The replacement plan fails to meet the planned environmental provisions: 

• Part 4 Division 2 cl 17 (b) commits water as planned environmental water by 

reference to the long-term average annual commitment of water resulting from 

compliance with the long-term average annual extraction limit. 

As outlined below there are significant issues with plan limit and compliance assessment. There 

has been no reporting on annual average extraction. ‘Compliance assessments comparing the 

actual average annual extraction for each extraction management unit against their LTAAELs 

have not been undertaken.’ 2 

• Part 6 Division 1 cl 29 (b) in Divisions 2-5 - commits water as planned environmental 

water by reference to the water that is not committed after the commitments to basic 

landholder rights and for sharing and extraction under any other rights have been met, 

All extraction has not been identified in this replacement plan therefore the commitments are 

unknown and the provision of planned environmental water is over estimated. There is no 

assessment of water required to meet environmental needs of the water source. This includes 

accounting for diversions using block banks to flood land. 

2 Ibid p 24 
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• Part 6 Division 1 cl 29 (c) in Divisions 3 and 4—commits water as planned 

environmental water by reference to the commitment of the physical presence of water 

in the water source. 

The replacement plan does not protect the physical presence of water in the water source except 

for the proposed protection of 1 ML/day flows above Binnaway. Most other water sources have 

a cease-to-pump rule when there is no visible flow. The exception is Schedule 3 for four access 

licences. 

2.2 Unsustainable Long Term Annual Average Extraction Limit (LTAAEL) 

IRN has significant issues with the LTAAEL in the replacement plan: 

• It is not based on an assessment of sustainability. 

• The Plan entitlement is higher than Basin Plan’s estimated baseline diversion limit 3 

• It locks in history of use from the Water Act 2012 entitlements and therefore fails to 

consider ecological needs of the water source as required by the WMA. 

• The LTAAEL fails to include an estimate of capture or diversion of overland flow 

including harvestable rights. It is IRN’s view that no harvestable rights should be 
allowed or granted from these water sources. 

• Planned environmental water is not protected by the LTAAEL in this replacement plan 

because all forms of extraction are not included. 

• A sustainable, numeric volume needs to be established so that annual LTAAEL 

compliance can be met. 

2.2.1 The MDBA maintains that all forms of interception should be accounted for within the 

Plan rules and under the LTAAEL. 

2.2.2 Alluvium audit of 2011 water sharing plan found that provisions for compliance with 

LTAAEL were not given effect and that calculation of the current levels of annual extraction 

were not occurring or the assessment of these against the LTAAEL. 4 

These issues are significant in regard to meeting the planned environmental water provisions. 

2.3 Failure to protect low flows 

2.3.1 Changes to very low flow rules 

The draft replacement plan has decreased the protection of very low flows in the water source 

above Binnaway and eliminated A class flows. Water sharing plans adopted in 2003, 2011, 

2016 and 2020 included rules that protected low flows at a much higher level than those 

proposed. This draft replacement plan is a very significant reversal of environmental 

protection in the Castlereagh River. 

The draft replacement plan proposes a cease-to-pump rule of less than or equal to 1 ML/day 

in the five management zones above Binnaway as a very low flow class. This is significantly 

less protection of ecosystem health than in previous versions of this water sharing plan. All 

3 NRC Report Summary p 8. 
4 Alluvium, October 2019. Audit of the Water Sharing Plan for the Castlereagh Unregulated and Alluvial Water 

Sources 2011 
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other water sources in the plan area have a cease-to-pump rule of no visible flow which does 

not provide adequate protection of the presence of water. We appreciate that four licences 

listed in Schedule 3 do have rules requiring some protection of low flows below Coonamble 

and in the Nedgera Creek Water Source. 

2.3.2 Wetlands needing the protection of low flows 

The Castlereagh River supports two significant wetlands associated with the Nedgera and 

Mowlma Creeks on the lower floodplain. They consist of two large areas of floodplain 

woodland and shallow swamps with high ecological value and resilience to drought 

compared to other wetlands in the Murray-Darling Basin.5 These have not been included in 

Schedule 4 of the map of significant wetlands associated with the draft replacement plan. 

This must be addressed so that these wetlands are protected from new water supply works, 

including relocated works, that may impact on flows. 

2.3.3 Environmental impact of no visible flow rule 

Except for the decreased access rules for the five management zones above Binnaway, water 

sources in the draft replacement plan area have a cease to pump rule set to when there is no 

visible flow. When a pump is switched on because there was a tiny flow, it can reduce the 

width and length of flowing water and cause cessation of flow downstream, particularly if 

any remaining flow is less than the evaporation rate. It artificially extends the duration as well 

as extent of periods without flow. This does not provide the commitment for physical 

presence of water under the definition of planned environmental water. This fails to facilitate 

connectivity, as continuity and downstream extent of low flows are not protected. This 

threatens the productivity of the aquatic ecosystems and survival of local populations of 

species trying to complete their life cycles or find water to drink. 

Human-induced climate change is likely to exacerbate periods with little or no flow due to 

drought and increased evaporation so if pumping rules effectively allow artificial extension of 

periods with no flow downstream this will be a double wham. Setting, implementing and 

enforcing practical ways to protect low flows would be beneficial to people downstream such 

as basic rights holders as well as to ecological values. The appropriate time to work out and 

set practical rules to improve protection of low flows is now, before a replacement plan is 

adopted. 

2.3.4 Loss of protection for in-river pools 

The proposal to change rules that protect in-river pools is another reduction in environmental 

protection in the draft replacement plan. Cease-to-pump rules must protect low flows 

connecting in-river pools. The regulation of the proposed rule that allows pumping until an 

in-river pool is less than full capacity will be very difficult and will cause significant impact 

on important habitat and drought refugia within water sources. 

The stretches of the Castlereagh between Binnaway and Gilgandra with extensive sand beds 

and use of spearpoint pumps must also have rules to protect remnant habitat pools through 

cease-to-pump rules. A better understanding of the connection between below riverbed flows 

and in-river pools is essential to improve protection of drought refugia in this significant 

stretch of river. 

5 NRC Final Report p 43 
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2.3.5 End of system flow rules 

End of system flow rules as provided in four licences in Schedule 3 should be included in 

access rules for all licences in the Castlereagh below Coonamble and in Nedgera Creek to 

improve connectivity with the Lower Macquarie and Barwon Rivers. 

2.4 Protection of first flush flows 

It is critical for first flush flows to be protected after drought to replenish important habitat 

such as pools and wetlands all the way down the Castlereagh, including during periods that 

may turn out to be no more than a brief respite in a more extended drought, and to contribute 

to connectivity needs in the Darling/Baaka. This should be achieved through the combination 

of rules in the replacement plan and the option of using s324 orders when necessary. 

This important connectivity requires a cease - to - pump rule for all licensed water users in all 

water sources. 

2.5 Cultural water and sites 

The draft replacement plan fails to identify and protect water-dependent Aboriginal cultural 

assets and also fails to provide access licences for Aboriginal cultural activities. We note that 

there is an amendment provision in Part 10 cl 54 (f) to allow for changes in the replacement 

plan. These actions are yet to occur 20 years after the first water sharing plan was gazetted for 

improved management of the Castlereagh River. It is imperative that a timeframe for 

achieving these amendments is included in the replacement water sharing plan to ensure that 

these legal requirements under the WMA are achieved within the lifespan of the plan. 

2.6 Large number of exempt licences 

Schedule 2 of the draft replacement plan has a long list of access licences exempt from cease-

to-pump rules that protect in-river pools. These are the licences attached to spearpoint pumps 

in the extensive stretch of sand beds. As outlined above, the lack of protection for remnant 

habitat pools on the surface is a significant environmental impact. 

All licences in the Castlereagh water source should be managed under the access rules that 

protect the physical presence of water. 

2.7 Changes to trade rules 

IRN does not support the proposal to permit trading into the Nedgera Creek, Teridgerie Creek 

and Tooraweenah to Coonamble Tributaries water sources. Protection of high environmental 

values in the Castlereagh above Binnaway should be managed through stronger access rules. 

Schedule 4 – Significant Wetlands lists 9 wetlands in Tooraweenah to Coonamble 

Tributaries, 4 wetlands in Teridgerie Creek and fails to list the significant wetland in Nedgera 

Creek. These water sources should continue to be protected through rules that prohibit trade 

into these water sources. 
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2.8 Changes to plan vision, objectives and performance indicators 

IRN does not support the change in approach for replacement water sharing plans for inland 

water sources that are managed under the Basin Plan and Water Act 2007 (C’lwth).6 This has 

resulted in significant changes to the plan vision, objectives and performance indicators 

provided in the 2020 amendment plan that was submitted with the Macquarie-Castlereagh 

Water Resource Plan. 

We are concerned that important provisions for meeting environmental objectives in the 2020 

amended plan have been revised and simplified. The proposed performance indicators, in 

particular have been modified to such an extent as being immeasurable. 

The Alluvium audit of the 2011 water sharing plan identified that the performance indicators 

at Part 2 cl 12 had not been given effect to.7 It is critical that water sharing plans have strong, 

measurable performance indicators and that these are given effect through rules and 

compliance monitoring. 

IRN recommends that the targeted environmental objectives and performance indicators in 

the 2020 amended plan remain in the replacement plan: 

(2) The targeted environmental objectives of this Plan are to protect and, where possible, 

enhance the following over the term of this Plan: 

(a) the recorded distribution or extent, and population structure of, target ecological 

populations including native fish, native vegetation and low flow macroinvertebrate 

communities, 

(b) the longitudinal and lateral connectivity within and between water sources to support 

target ecological processes, 

(c) water quality within target ranges for these water sources to support water-dependent 

ecosystems and ecosystem functions, 

(5) The performance indicators used to measure success in achieving the targeted 

environmental objectives in subclause (2) are changes or trends in ecological condition 

during the term of this Plan including the following: 

(a) the recorded range or extent of target ecological populations, 

(b) the recorded condition of target ecological populations, 

(c) measurements of hydrological connectivity, 

(d) the recorded values of water quality measurements including salinity, turbidity, total 

nitrogen, total phosphorous, pH, water temperature and dissolved oxygen, 

(e) the extent to which the strategies in subclause (3) have provided flow conditions of 

sufficient magnitude, frequency, timing and water quality to achieve targeted environmental 

objectives, 

6 NSW Government, February 2022. Replacement water sharing plan manual 
7 Alluvium, October 2019. Audit of the Water Sharing Plan for the Castlereagh Unregulated and Alluvial Water 

Sources 2011 
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Conclusion 

IRN considers that the draft replacement plan for the environmentally sensitive Castlereagh 

Water Source does not meet the principles and objects of the WMA or the Basin Plan. 

Significant improvements to rules are needed so that history of use is not carried over from the 

Water Act 1912. 

For more information on this submission contact: 

Bev Smiles 

inlandriversnetwork@gmail.com 

0428 817 282 
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From: 
Sent: Friday, 27 October 2023 2:34 PM
To: DPE Castlereagh Water Sharing Plan Mailbox 
Subject: Castlereagh WSP 

We own 2 family properties along the Castlereagh River between Gilgandra and ,Mendoran being 

Please include the following in determining possible restrictions to water sources. 
We have unrestricted entitlement to river water for stock and domestic requirements. If this right is affected in any 
way it puts the viability of our rural enterprise at risk. 
Our property is managed sustainably 
enabling the supply of quality produce for essential domestic and export needs. 
We are tax payers not tax takers ‐ no grants or subsidies ‐ no debt either. 
Our rural property is the past, present and future for our children and grandchildren 
who were born here. 
Therefore we must put on record that if any change becomes detrimental to the financial and/or other cause to the 
viability of our livelihood and property needs to be seriously taken into consideration at the stage. 

Please submit the above. 

Your faithfully 
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In addition to the above, Council is seeking an amendment to the draft plan to 
increase the water security of Binnaway through the provision of an exemption 
specific to WAL 6425 to the existing in-river pool and river access rules. This 
exemption would see Council being able to continue to pump water for town water 
supply when there is no visible flow within the river as well as when the in-river pool 
is less than full volume. 

This exemption will facilitate Council being able to continue to supply water to the 
Binnaway Water Supply Scheme even in the event of drought conditions and mitigate 
the need to cart water from alternative water sources. 

Castlereagh River Above Binnaway Water Source Proposed Access Rules 
As discussed in the previous point, Council notes that the plan proposes to introduce 
a gauge-based access rule for both pools and regular access conditions. Council 
supports this proposed change as long as Council held Water Access Licences are 
exempt from this rule. This proposed change will improve town water security and 
facilitate better flows during low flow conditions. 

In-River Dams for Town Water Supply in the Castlereagh River Above 
Binnaway Water Source 
Council notes that it is proposed to allow in-river dams for Town Water Supply in the 
Castlereagh River Above Binnaway Water Source. Council endorses this proposed 
change to the water sharing plan. 

Castlereagh River Binnaway to Gilgandra Water Source Proposed Access 
Rules 
Council notes that it is proposed to introduce in-river pool rules for this water source 
that prevent taking water when the in-river pool is less than full capacity as well as 
introducing a no-visible flow rule for non-pool river sections. 

As outlined in the draft water sharing plan, this proposed change will not be 
applicable to current water supply work approvals. Council does not endorse this 
item and is of the opinion that in-river pool and river take exemptions should only be 
applicable for town water supply purposes. 

Thus, when there is no visible flow at the point of take or if the capacity of an in-river 
pool is less than full capacity current works approvals (with the exemption of town 
water supply related approvals) should have a cease pumping in place. Council is 
seeking that OPE modify existing non-town water supply works approvals to enforce 
this rule. 

It is also crucial to town water security for both Merrygoen and Mendooran that WAL 
27213 and WAL 27219 are exempt from any new conditions for the take of water that 
are proposed under the new water sharing plan. 

Removal of Environmental Flow Requirements from Timor Dam 
Timar Dam is Council's primary raw water supply source for the Coonabarabran 
Water Supply Scheme and is operated under work approval number 80WA7000001. 

Under the works approval Council is required to adhere to environmental release 
requirements. Council is seeking an exemption within the proposed plan that makes 
Timar Dam exempt from environmental release requirements. An exemption of this 
nature would have a positive impact on the town water security for Coonabarabran. 






