
To know more about the project 
 Visit us online www.waternsw.com.au/mrrrs 

  Join our Facebook group facebook.com/groups/MRRRS

To receive project updates or provide feedback
  Email us at MRRRS@waternsw.com.au
 Call us on 1300 662 077

Follow us on   Twitter @WaterNSW      LinkedIn @waternsw 

Contact us

Plans to replace 
damaged Gin Gin 
Weir with  
modern design

Photo above: view 
of the existing Gin 
Gin Weir from the 
east bank of the 
Macquarie 

Over the coming fortnight, look out for updates on the 
Macquarie River Re-regulating Storage Project.

Project snapshot
WaterNSW is proposing to replace the century-old Gin Gin Weir with a 
modern gated weir and fishway, designed to improve water security 
and reliability for all water users in the Macquarie valley, including the 
environment.
The project will be located approximately 200 metres downstream of 
the existing Gin Gin Weir. Gin Gin Weir will be partially or fully removed to 
improve river flows and fish passage.

Engagement to date
To date, we have engaged with local communities and a number of key 
stakeholders. Feedback from our engagement has greatly contributed to the 
current design and operation of the proposed new weir and fishway. We will 
continue to seek and incorporate your feedback as we progress.
We continue to investigate a number of issues and opportunities raised 
by stakeholders and the community as the project progresses. These will 
be assessed further through the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) including potential impacts to:

Native fish; their movement and habitats

Aboriginal and cultural heritage

Native riverbank vegetation, such as the river gums

Downstream communities and the RAMSAR listed Macquarie 
Marshes

Inundation, the upstream weir pool and the duration of 
temporary storage capture of cancelled water orders

Operation and management of low flows, tributary flows and 
flood events

Size of the proposed structure 

Local amenity at Gin Gin Weir

As well as these issues, the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment 
Requirements (SEARs) will also be assessed in the development of the EIS. 
The SEARs are developed by state and Commonwealth governments in 
consultation with relevant environmental agencies to establish topics that 
need to be included in the environmental assessments.
Environmental studies are being undertaken to inform the final business 
case with further assessments to be completed to inform the EIS. The EIS is 
expected to be on public exhibition in late 2021.

What is an EIS?
The government considers the project to be State Significant 
Infrastructure due to its size and cost, and a comprehensive 
environmental impact assessment process is required involving the 
preparation of an EIS in accordance with the SEARs. 
The key purpose of the EIS is to assess the economic, environmental 
and social impacts of a project, and to help the community and 
government agencies make informed comments and decisions on the 
project. It will also assess the cumulative impacts of the entire project. 
The EIS and its supporting environmental studies will assess the potential 
and likely impacts of the project and propose suitable measures 
to minimise impacts. It will also identify opportunities to enhance 
the environment, where possible. The ecology assessment will also 
encompass the entire Macquarie Marshes. 

How can you get involved in the EIS process?
Obtaining community and stakeholder feedback is an essential and 
required part of the EIS preparation process. Once complete, the EIS 
will be put on exhibition for public comment for at least 28 days. 
During the exhibition period, you will be given the opportunity to have 
your say on the project before a final decision is made on its approval.

Government approval process 
Once the EIS exhibition is complete, Department of Planning, Industry 
& Environment (DPIE) will assess our application for the project and 
submit its assessment findings and recommended determination to 
the NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces and the Australian 
Government Environment Minister for relevant approvals. This project 
will follow environmental assessment and approvals set out under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth).
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